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2023



What’s Included in this Orientation
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• A message from the Commodore
• The benefits of joining the Newport Harbor Elks Yacht Club (NHEYC)
• NHEYC Officers aka “The Bridge”
• Timeline of the origin of the NHEYC
• Our By-Laws
• FAQs about the NHEYC
• The Ship’s Store
• Monthly communication to our members
• Attending our monthly meetings 
• Getting Involved-Club Events
• The Nauti-Gals-the NHEYC Auxiliary
• Reciprocal Benefits with other Yacht Clubs
• Renewal Procedures
• Summary



A Message From The Commodore
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Ahoy and welcome to the Newport Harbor Elks Yacht Club (NHEYC). You have decided to join 
the first Elks Yacht in all of Elkdom! In 2023, the NHEYC is celebrating our 50-year anniversary. 
Your membership in the NHEYC will provide you with many benefits to enhance your 
experiences as an Elk. 
 
Boat ownership is not mandatory to enjoy the benefits of the NHEYC. Throughout the year, you 
will have opportunities to enjoy water related activities with your fellow NHEYC members. We 
donate to veterans’ groups, Guide Dogs for the Blind, local school programs, and various city 
and communities programs. The most recently supported group is the Jr. Lifeguard Program, 
but we are always open to donate to other organizations. All our activities have both fund 
raising and volunteerism elements consistent with the goals of being an Elk. 
 
I want to invite you to join us on the 3rd Saturday for our monthly membership meeting held in 
the 1767 Lodge. After the meeting, you can enjoy a BBQ lunch hosted by our NHEYC members. 
Our members provide table service and cook the food. All proceeds benefit the Lodge as a 
fund-raising activity. You are encouraged to volunteer to help with this important monthly 
activity. 
 
The New Member Orientation Presentation has been developed to inform you about the 
exciting activities that await you as a member of the NHEYC. 
 
Ahoy and Welcome! 



The Benefits of Membership
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• Expand your experiences as an ELK.
• Reinforce your beliefs and the purpose of being an ELK.
• Gain appreciation for Yachting routines, protocols, and practices.
• Meeting  and interaction with like minded Elk members interested in boating.
• Opportunities to participate in fund raising events throughout the year.
• Opportunities to participate in the Leadership of the NHEYC.
• Opportunities to volunteer at all NHEYC events.
• Making new Elk friends.
• Availability to visit local and out of area Yacht Clubs.



2023 NHEYC Officers aka The Bridge
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Name Position e-mail Mobile 

RJ Green Commodore thegreenteamre1@gmail.com 949-939-2289 

Dan Murchison Vice Commodore Murchison_dan@yahoo.com 714-317-0988 

Stephanie Ripley Rear Commodore Stephanieripley1@gmail.com 714-883-2379 

Dave Stancil  Treasurer davestancil@cox.net 714-742-5309 

Karen Allison Secretary kj.gallivanter@sbcglobal.net 714-809-2417 

Michelle Bleeker Fleet Captain michellebleeker@mac.com 949-300-8038 

Al Krauza Port Captain alkrauza@gmail.com 949-293-3331 

Michelle Hazlett Dock Master michelle.hazlett@yahoo.com 909-200-6165 

Kevin Smith Jr. Staff Commodore kevin.smith@wlbutler.com 949-939-6879 

Tom Shepard Staff Commodore lhs.inc.ts@gmail.com 714-235-4403 

David Armstrong Judge Advocate david@armstrongnet.com 949-646-2233 

Tony Messina Chaplain tonyandirene@gmail.com 626-695-4299 

Dave Stancil Membership Chair davestancil@cox.net 714-742-5309 

Joanne Sarria Nauti-Gals President jsarria@socal.rr.com 714-272-6150 

 



Timeline Of The History Of The NHEYC
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1868          1871             1949            1973                2012                 2013            2023
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Beach
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Adjunct 

Organization
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Established
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Our 50 Year History began in 1973



Our By-Laws
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• The purpose of By-Laws is to 
establish the set of rules that govern 
our Yacht Club’s internal operations 
with board members.

• The NHEYC is recognized by 
Newport Harbor Lodge as an official 
adjunct organization (together with 
the Nauti-Gals Auxiliary).

• You will be provided of copy of our 
By-Laws upon request



FAQs about the NHEYC 
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• Compilation of 18 of the 
most frequency asked 
questions about the 
NHEYC.

• You have been provided 
a copy of the most recent 
FAQ’s.



Our Ship’s Store

Newport Harbor Elks Yacht Club New Member Orientation 9

Available from the Quartermaster during each monthly meeting



Monthly Communication
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• Look for the 
“Signal  from the 
Bridge” in each 
month’s Harbor 
Light to keep up 
to date on all 
Yacht Club events

• Watch your e-mail 
for blasts about 
current events



Attending Our Monthly Meetings
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• Yacht Club(11:00AM) and Nauti-
Gals(10:00AM) meetings held on the 3rd 
Saturday of each month 

• BBQ held after @12:00PM



Getting Involved-Fund Raising Club Events
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Annual Commodore’s Ball

Save the Date:
      2/24/24



Getting Involved-Fund Raising Club Events
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Yacht Club Opening Day



Getting Involved-Fund Raising Club Events
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Rubber Duck Race-A Huge Fund Raiser



Getting Involved-Fund Raising Club Events
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Annual Bus 
Trip to other 
Elk Lodges



Getting Involved-Fund Raising Club Events
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Duffy Harbor Cruise and Duffy Rally/Poker Run-Getting our non-     
boat owners on the water



Getting Involved-Fund Raising Club Events
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Wreath Raffle
• Six wreaths decorated by Elk 

Committee groups to raise money 
for local charities

• Each wreath is theme decorated
• Each wreath has list of gifts 

donated by our members 



Getting Involved-Fund Raising Club Events
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Chili Cookoff

Prizes Include:
• Judges Choice 1st, 2nd,3rd

• Peoples Choice
• Best Presentation
• Most Enthusiastic

1st place
Dara Bowman/Chelly 
Bodas

Peoples Choice

          Rich Crafton



Getting Involved-Club Events
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Raise funds for the Newport 
Beach Jr. Lifeguard Program



The Nauti-Gals-the NHEYC Auxiliary
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• The NHEYC has recognized the Nauti-Gals as the Ladies Auxiliary 
of our Club. 

• The Nauti-Gals work side by side with the NHEYC to support their 
events by volunteering to help organize, decorate, and/or lend 
help wherever needed to make yacht club events a success. 

• The Nauti-Gals also plan and host fundraising events (which are 
open to all Lodge members) with the profits going to charities in 
the area.

• The Nauti-Gals also enjoy the camaraderie formed through being 
a member of this auxiliary. The Nauti-Gals meet monthly, on the 
third Saturday of each month, at 10:00AM before the NHEYC 
general membership meeting. 

• And, since they are a social group, they also get together monthly 
for no-host luncheons, annually for their Holiday dinner party and 
for any other reason that is of interest to them



The Nauti-Gals-the NHEYC Auxiliary
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Annual Fundraiser-Quartermania

Setting Up for the Commodore’s Ball

Fundraiser-Shop with A Cop-Costa Mesa PD

Holiday 
Party



Reciprocal Benefits with Other Yacht Clubs
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The Southern California Yachting Association (SCYA) is a 
regional recreational yachting and boating organization that 
services amateur yacht clubs, sailing clubs and power boat 
groups. SCYA is a non-profit California corporation supporting 
boating groups and clubs from Santa Barbara to San Diego, 
and inland to Nevada on the Colorado River, and north to 
Laughlin, Arizona. 

• NHEYC is an Associate Member of SCYA
• Reciprocal privileges are available at 

several Orange and Los Angeles County 
Yacht Clubs-Contact our Commodore for most 

current list

• Entry could be available in out of state 
and international Yacht Clubs

• Entry is NOT Guaranteed and always call 
ahead

• Wear your name badge
• Always thank the staff!

Important note:



Renewal Of Your Yacht Club Membership
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What: Your 2024 NHEYC renewal

When: Available beginning  April 1, 2024 

You need: Your 2024 1767 Lodge Membership or Associate 
Membership card 

How to Renew: Submit renewal application with dues by mail, 
in-person at the Lodge, or electronically with a copy of your 
new 2024 1767 Lodge Card  or Associate Membership Card.

On-Line: Newport Harbor Elks 2023 Yacht Club Dues (paste)

https://www.cognitoforms.com/Exsilio/NewportHarborElks2023YachtClubDues


Summary
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WELCOME !
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